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Make me a match

Solicitor Yuri Rapoport set up Prime Law Brokers in 1995 and law graduate Sohila Zanjani went to work for him.
She now runs the business from Mt Eliza while Yuri lives in Londan. They talked to Lucinda Schmidi

SOHILA ZANJANI

| firet met Yun cn Mowenber 24, 1958, WS a very clodr mamony
fiar . | siver an acaarisarmenl on e Monsesn By tacully
ratien boord [ora graduais. | was sary hesitant bacausa il
was il for 3 B frre, Bl 1was gesperaie Decause my 52
irsdications lor arlided derk Dosilions Dad al Boen rejeclad,

| 'went ta his home officg i Soulb Yara, Ho soeemed wiey
genuing, yery nbelfgont and wiry young keoking, | akd him;
| Bavm coeria rom oo, i lbe et hae &F [eur childan, |
e A sole pananl peasionss” Fe said, Ol am Sasagh,” el
P, 1wl st Doy 0w and |l neves sar 1B wou doan.”

i Mg, Do Dot conscer sl a Mesim anmaminng.
Bath of ws uncarslood v g in Sustraka and migon was md
raglly coming inlo this, Wa had a commen goal,

Yun becarma monk of @ clder Bedlben, adn Ihmagh I'm
o, Ha s raepr resaly e oy Bass, | gida™ biged arg
business background and TEDd o Fgh-pched wace, | O’y
e & pralassion eephorg rranners §aas 50 nervous, He'd
fal i oo Ksl™ whien Deas on ihe phone, He was bassih with
mie, bul | krigwe b wanid Lo rrgdet i & frag prodessional,

Until 2002, we had almost no contact. I
honestly didn't know where he was. Then
[ obtained his email address. I had the
most beautiful news: Prime was thriving

14 afrooss com.ou MAY.0E

| waarked with him for 15 months balons fa went overseas
In 1988, when he mamisd, and Eft me in changa, He =ad
to e, “This is my haby gnd | put it into your hands.” | 1cld
him, *I'm @ very gooed mum and [l ook stiar your beme”
Lintl 2002, we had almost no-contect. | honsetk didn't =nowve
whare re wes. Than | caled & frisnd of his and cbtaired Yuri's
emal addresa. | hed tha most beautiful newes for him: thed
Prirme was thiving. Thet promizs | gave him was fufiled,

M he'e abweys nelpful if | have a problem, We hews aimos:
caly smals and ohons cals. | can't recalla makor disagresmant,
| tend tofollows Yon's achics, 've abways IEH he knows whal
he's taking sbout, Prima is gomg 1s tha Uk and hels wohad
a2, and that's an benour DY Sy, “Mow Sobila, go b ofanel
Mg, " | e e Desitate, Thats hicrds meach st himn,

Yo is @ miasler of lima, And ha's superinaligznl. |
ansohibely think he's 100 yvears ahsad of his time. He's vary
kecacal, Dl also very knd. His caly weakness & nat | sl
EvaryonE and fa coesn't = bul IRals ood o weakness, A
| put up wilth crap mars lhan s deas, | bava handled 1B
phoma for 12 yaars, 247, waith 2800000 reforrals, A1 Jam
| answar tha phone, Fncd seed il Yo woukd.

YURI RAPDPORT

| slariad Prrke Law Brokers [which ralens pedapi wilh ezl
freaEams 0 elean] Gecpars] afler b pears’ working

&x a solizilor at a kg national frm. U sways Desn an
ebraprens ab heart, which is win | Sludiso e, 0

kiarn & disspbon tral was rglssant 16 Dusness,

| first el Seakila whern She ansesrod my ackeerhsoman.
W o Gl ool whd b minmal chanco 3 crance
lea Sl Sorvetlongg, 85 o rod thay wal ey 1021 Bl hirder, | sae
il as an epportunily rher han a oeblen, Whal | saw in her
weas A passion rowhal 1was doing, and | think she (e a
senge ol armasl desting Her decdicaiion was a sy (0 show
agralif e Lo e (r giving Mor that Glancg,

Th work mlabcnshp was vory infensn bocauss wo
WD SlartTg O oreee Businges, | was ineestalo o ki, sol
wdan] Sormecn ey ripkde 10 mae the allico s held
fhe B InilRaly | worked weth IR solichos and Shi: Spdkn
I The clerds, When peopks ring, [Resy wank Somenns very
pealiessional, Har Engish language was pedest, D theme
e an acoant il | oo fam an albnie Backagroond (oG - |
cirmi raon Aussia ab traage of soven = 50 | could ampaibieso

O glilleeam rigious backarouncs waere Rauinr g
chgcusang, 25 Rr 3% Loan ememiner 1S ned Baon an
issgna for i, | hisee @ ey Tokeant mentalgy and 1'mnot a
praclising Joen, The mas) atmicus ditlerandn Dilvecan us is
that e miges and S a weaman, Shaes wary amotong and
I'm wery ralionzl. It is a differsnca that is comofementany and
heps us saive the preblem 1ogsthen

| put the company on a ity solid foundation befora
| i, but It wes & very diicult declzion o make. | thoughd
the DEness woukd surede, | haught e mamnentum had
By Slosaaboad, And | ihought | wold anly Be avay lor
sig monlhs ar 2o, | think e Busingss is 5l ming, to a lame
axb=nt. Wa'va naver raally hed to =il down and draw the [ine.
Snnila oifers rra payrrent 2l the fime fior my advice. | choosa
nat 1o take payrrent, | hink probeshye one of he seciats
of ouwr sUccEss B hera i3 no Tmancial gueston there. My
irdenast is philanibropis, 1o & large extant

Wi email every day. | have to dreny on a lot of experisncs
of Prime trat Sohila has processed, for me to eat unin the
LK. Il's almost & revarze sibiation, ma picking har brains
Sma's besn axtremab mebcucus at recordng evesyihing;
imars’s an srcrmous wealtn ol informalion,

T fouahest Bmes are wihan we ane chalengod By tho
lagal cormemunily, We'vs rad lawsadls with the Yelow Pages,
Io be ksled. She rales an my syperiss, Epprosch and
strategy. Thet sor o strelng my comfort zone. 1§ puis the
pressure on me, Cafously | do es much &3 | can.

| sae har slinigging throush thess problems. IHs 2lmost ke
QRS Siuging awer e seredvgl of Ehair chikd, The mother
LS 10 She Taiben, vl el e whad o0cs,” B e nod D
T 10 say sh doess] lake 3 proadive rok - Shd handas
lhe widde [Ring = Hul precisaly [olosang my adice™ B
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